30th May Vs Ross County

On Saturday Buckie Cricket Club hosted Ross County Cricket Club at the Linzee Gordon Park in the first game of the round robin phase of the Macallan Cup. The day was bright and sunny in weather almost perfect for cricket, only the stiff but cooling breeze detracted from perfect conditions for this match, sponsored by J Robertson, Pozzi’s

Ross County won the flick of the coin and elected to make use of what was to be proven to be a excellent wicket to play cricket on. The omens were good for Buckie though when McDonald had Blake caught by Newlands for just 2 runs with just 8 runs on the board. However the two Watsons, Graham and his son Mark, demonstrated what can be done with applied batting and aggressive hitting. ; They saw of the opening bowling partnership of Wilson and McDonald before beginning to accrue runs from Hart and then Creamer and Corsie. Creamer could consider himself unfortunate though, the spin bowler going for 22 of his two overs, and seeing Baker drop a regulation catch.

The score was pushed on to 55 before Hart gave the new Buckie wicket keeper, D Walls his first catch of the day, breaking this developing partnership dismissing M Watson for 16. However Skipsey gave very able support to G Watson before Skipsey tried to take a run that was not there and was run out for 17, the score had progressed however to 113 and with 10 overs left in this 30 over game a big score seemed on the cards. 

Fortunately for Buckie, in the next over Newlands clean bowled Graham Watson who had scored an excellent 68 and this radically reduced the scoring rate and with tidy support bowling from Tait and Baker, and another wicket for Newlands Ross County were restricted to 142 for 8 with Newlands the pick of the bowlers taking 2 wickets for 19 runs of 5 overs. A note here for D Walls, this was his first game wicket keeping for the club and he held a nice catch behind and only conceded 4 byes a creditable performance and I am sure we will get a repeat performance soon. after the Break Buckie started the run chase against a depleted Ross County bowling attack, however Ross County were to make the most of what they had. However Walls and Creamer continued their steady performance as a regular opening pair and amassed 49 runs before Walls was dismissed missing a slow straight ball being bowled for 30 by Wright. When Wilson quickly followed also of the bowling of Wright Ross County sensed they were in with a shout of victory. When Newlands missed a slow full toss and saw his middle stump rocked back the worst could well have been feared, but this brought the ever reliable Corsie to the crease, however when Creamer was bowled by an excellent delivery from Skipsey for 16 the fear of a collapse may have been on the cards. However a regular from a few years ago strolled to the crease, L Duncan showed how with simple shots and good support a total can be chased down. Corsie and Duncan saw Buckie across the line with 2 overs to spare giving Buckie a win by 6 wickets .A great game, played in fantastic weather and a good result for Buckie giving them a good start in the Macallan Cup. Special note this week to the two captains, both of them batsmen. Corsie and G Watson demonstrate what can be done with some talent and a lot of application, whilst all the time playing the game in great spirits, and as such make this game such a pleasure to play. Next week it is back to the NOSCA league title chase for Buckie, playing Fort William in a match sponsored by P Munch, Post Office. On Sunday Buckie are at home in a Scottish Smalls Club match again Bon Accord in a match sponsored by Tosh and Carole.
