Sunday 6th August Vs Nairn

On Sunday Buckie Cricket travelled to Nairn to play Nairn Cricket Club in the NOSCA league sponsored by Macallan, knowing that a win would continue Buckie’s epic trek to their 9th league title. In the back drop to the floods and devesation it was strange to be playing cricket in the sun at Nairn and although the outfield was soft and the artificial wicket sodden a game of cricket was to be played. On losing the toss Buckie were asked to bat first, and with the absence of the regular opener Corsie elevated himself up the batting order to open with Creamer, a decision which was to be proven to be excellent! With 23 on the board Creamer was adjudged LBW to Owens and with 33 on the board McDonald accounted for both Wood and Tait. However this brought Newlands to the crease who steadied the ship and with Corsie put on a partnership of 37 before Newlands was dismissed clean bowled by Crowson. However at this stage Corsie was looking comfortable and this is a ominous sign for any bowling team. Shakeel put on a 48 run partnership with Corsie, before he too was adjudged LBW this time of the bowling of Matheson and Buckie had been reduced to 104 for 5, but with Corsie still in full flow. Walls kept Corsie company for a while before he to was dispatched to the pavilion, being caught and bowled by Neill and when McBean bowled Baker and Neill bowled Plant, as well as Hart being run out Buckie may be said to have collapsed. However all the time at the other end Corsie continued on his secure way, batting from beginning to end to score an unbeaten 125 which took Buckie to an imposing 189 for 9 when they ran out of overs. The wickets were shared out among the Nairn bowlers with no bowler dominating the game however Neill and McDonald both took two wickets. No bowler returned truly economical figures though, and as such a good total was set, and Nairn would have to bat very well to surpass it. In reply Hart and Tait opened the bowling with the former bowling short with aggression and the later with accurate line and length, and it was the short aggression of Hart which accounted for Huxtable edging behind for a regulation catch to Newlands of a steeply rising ball. Another short ball which McDonald tried to force away went straight to Baker in Gully and Hart had reduced Nairn to 27 for 2. A good partnership between Gibson and Crowson settled the ship, however Nairn were already falling behind the run rate, and when Crowson tried to push the run rate up a bit he miss hit a shot of Shakeel to give the bowler a simple caught and bowled wicket, leaving Nairn on 60 – 3. McBean batted with intent with the secure Gibson, however when McBean called Gibson through for a very sharp 2, Tait demonstrated what a good arm he has causing the run out of Gibson for 26, with Nairn on 92 – 4. Corsie, on the back of a wonderful century brought himself into the bowling attack and struck in his second over, clean bowling Neill and when the same bowler account for Hepburn-Wright a lot of pressure was placed on McBean and Bowie to try to challenge the Buckie score. The pair put on a rapid 20 before Tait bowled McBean for 25, and then the same bowler had Matheson caught by Corsie, before Corsie wrapped up the tail clean bowling both Owens and Ferguson leaving Bowie not out on 31, and with Nairn 42 runs short of the needed total. Bowling plaudits go to Corsie taking 4 – 11 in almost 8 overs, with both Tait and Hart taking 2 wicket’s each. However a dominant game with the bat and ball ensured that Buckie go into the last game of the season knowing a win makes them champions. Various other permutations are po ssible if Buckie do not win..... but Buckie go into the final game of the season knowing that the destination of the championship is theirs to decide. Next week Buckie take on Fochabers at the Linzee Gordon Park, starting at 1pm, feel free to pop along and support your local team as they try to win their 9th league championship. 
