27th June Vs Keith

On Saturday Buckie Cricket Club travelled to Keith to play Keith Cricket Club, and to everyones delight the game was going to be played in glorious sunshine. This Macallan league cup match, with Buckie sponsored by E. O. Corsie MBE presented a challenge to Buckie even before the game started, with selection being an issue. Six regular first team players were unavailable and as such the first team were strongly supported by squad players and second eleven regulars, and naturally this would make the game more challenging. Buckie won the toss and chose to bat first, making use of the artificial surface that Keith Cricket Club has installed, and with a fast, dry outfield. Corsie and Newlands opened the batting against the bowling of McWilliam and Webster, however20it wasn’t until the Keith captain, Shorten, came on to bowl that there was to be a break through, but not before Corsie and Newlands had put on a 50 partnership. Shorten clean bowled Newlands for 22 which brought Creamer to the crease, however Creamer (LBW to Stables) and Corsie (caught Sethi, bowled Shorten for 23) both fell in quick sucession a deficit in Buckies batting could be exposed. However Wood and Duncan settled the ship and put on a partnership of 27 to take the score to 86 before Wood was caught by McWilliam of the bowling of Shorten for 13. This led to another flurry of wickets with Duncan and Baker falling in quick order with Shorten and Stables claiming one each. Walls and Curran again settled the ship putting on 20 runs before Curran fell for 8 of the bowling of McWilliam, at this point Buckie were 107 for 7. Walls and Tait began a partial building of a score before Walls fell to McWilliam for 12, and this left the youngsters Hart and Tait together. They forced the score to 131 before Hart mis-swept a ball to give Gordon-Duff an easy catch of the bowling of McWilliam and when Tait was run out for 8 off the last ball, leaving Plant 4 not out, Buckie had gone to 136 all out. This total did seem a little light, and without the strike power of either Wilson or McDonald was going to be a challenge to defend. However a credit has to be given to the players who stepped up to the mark for this game, especially Wood who proved that he is capable of scoring runs at a first eleven level and to Curran who was playing his first game of the season, and still showed his skills with the bat. For Keith Shorten was the star with the ball, taking four wickets for eighteen runs, supported by Stables taking three wickets for nineteen runs.  The Keith reply had the worst of possible starts, with McWilliam giving Curran a regulation catch behind the stumps of the bowling of Hart with just 8 on the board. Newlands was bowling economically at the other end and both bowlers were giving the batsmen problems. However Newlands was carrying an injury into t he game on and could only bowl in short spells, so after three overs he was taken off and replaced by Corsie. Corsie took a wicket in his first over accounting for Stables LBW for 8 and this brought Sethi to the crease. Sethi did exactly what was needed of him, he ably supported the other batsmen giving a firm foundation at one end, allowing the more expressive batsmen to play around him. He and Dey put on a partnership of 32, taking the score to 64 before the third wicket went down, with Dey falling LBW to Baker for 21. Shorten came to the crease and he and Sethi set about slowly working towards the Buckie target. The Buckie bowlers toiled with neither batsmen giving any or many chances and any catching chances they did give during this period were sharp at the very least. The pair put on a strong partnership of 59, taking the score to 123 runs before Shorten fell to Newlands, with a nice catch by Plant for 40, and when Sethi fell four balls later, also to Newlands for 20 Keith were 14 runs from victory but with new batsmen at the crease. Both Webster and Green gave regulation catching opportunities but both were dropped and they went on to see Keith home to a good win by five wickets. Shorten top scored for Keith with 40 and Newlands was the pick of the bowlers taking two wickets for 31 runs. A special note for Tait here though, he bowled his five overs, just conceding one run, however he did not take any wickets. Next week Buckie are at home to Forres Cricket Club in a match sponsored by Buckie United F.C.
