20th June Vs Highland

On Saturday Buckie Cricket Club, hosted one of the unbeaten sides in the Macallan league, Highland Cricket Club in the Macallan Cup. It was a fine day and this quicker, 30 overs a side game promised to be a great encounter. So as Highland won the flick of the coin they chose to make first use of the wicket whilst Buckie would see what would happen with the new ball, sponsored by Munchie Castles.There was a bit of variable bounce in the pitch, mainly from the ball digging into the surface and rising up, however this effect made the ball bounce slower and as both Buckie and Highland are used to batting on a grass wicket nobody got themselves out in this way. Instead it was to be the turn of the umpires, who were given a strong LBW shout of the bowling of Wilson who would give the first wicket, Catto out for 7. When Francis fell the same way to Corsie for 5 and Crabtree to Newlands, also LBW for 7 Highland had been reduced to 26 for 3 Corsie claimed another scalp in his second over this time with a regulation catch to Wilson with McKinnon falling for 1, it was a good decision by vice captain Wilson who had just moved himself into that particular field position. Shakeel made a welcome return to first team cricket and he bowled in tandem with Corsie, and neither bowler is easy to score runs from, with Corsie only conceding 15 from his four overs and Shakeel 17 from his six. In was in Shakeels fourth over that the threatening Goodwin fell, caught at mid off by Creamer for 15 but hte 33 run partnership shared with Paul was threatening to put on a score which would be tricky to get. Corsie was replaced by Baker, but it was to be Shakeel who would strike again claiming the wicket of Camerson, caught at deep mid on by Newlands for 1. When Baker had Paul caught at deep square leg by Wilson for 16 the resistance in the Highland batting line up collapsed, allowing Baker to capture two more wickets, both bowled. Tait came on to replace Shakeel after he had finished with good figures of 6 overs 2 for 17 runs, and it was in Taits second over that he accounted for Ravi, once again LBW for 14, leaving Graham 1 not out. Highland being all out for 87.

87 should be a simple enough chase, only needing 3 an over to win, however it can also be tricky with people reining themselves in as they only need 3 an over... and this can allow the run rate to climb and become difficult. This is especially true if wickets are lost early on, and this bit of pressure was clearly the plan with Highland bowling out their prime bowlers in the first twelve overs. A plan that seemed to work when in the second over Creamer was caught by Francis of the bowling of Crabtree for 1. Buckie needed a partnership to guide the game home, and Walls and Wilson were to provide that base, with them seeing of the bowling of the Highland strike bowlers, they both began to open out some agains the slightly weaker bowlers. This partnership took the score on to 51 before Wilson mishit a lofted drive and was caught by Crabtree of the bowling of McKinnon for 26. This brought Corise to the crease and Corsie and Walls brought the game home with Walls finishing on 31 not out and Corsie 20 not out.This was a good win for Buckie with all the bowlers taking wickets and the batting bring the game home in a secure and non hassled way. If Buckie beat Fortwillian in the next game in the Macallan League cup then we progress to the semi finals, and I will let you know how that game goes in August. Next week Buckie make the trip to Keith, back in the slightly longer 45 over league format, in a match sponsored by E. O. Corsie M.B.E.

