4th July Vs Forres

On Saturday Buckie Cricket played host to Forres Cricket club at the Linzee Gordon Park in a match sponsored by Buckie United F.C. It was a hot day that only got hotter as the game progressed, and for Buckie to avail themselves of a good opportunity to bounce back from last week’s defeat a good performance would be necessary. It was good to welcome some of those who had to miss last week’s game back into the team, but it was also good to note that Tait and Wood retained their place after good performances last week. Buckie lost the flick of the coin and were invited to bat first and Walls and Creamer enjoyed the firm wicket and decent bounce. The first 10 overs passed for just 28 runs, ho wever no wickets fell which meant the opening partnership were establishing a good foundation to build a good score. In fact it wasn’t until the 16th over that a wicket would fall, with Walls missing a full toss to see his leg stump rocked back, bowled by Merricks for 25 with exactly 50 on the board. Wilson joined Creamer at the crease however 12 runs later with Wilson on 8 he hit another full toss straight to the fielder at square leg of the bowling of T Farr. This brought the Buckie captain, Corsie, to the crease and he and Creamer brought up the 25th over with 78 on the board. Corsie then mistimed a stroke and caught a leading edge to be out caught by Ross of the bowling of Merricks for 9. Newlands and Creamer would have to do the job of rebuilding the score from this point, for Buckie’s lower order batting has been known to be tempermental, so when Creamer was dismissed 9 runs later for a excellent 29, again of the bowling of Merricks questions could be asked about what sort of score Buckie could amass. However Newlands and Wood batted well together and put on 39 runs before Newlands copied his vice captain by hitting the ball straight to square leg to be caught by Benn of the bowling of T Farr for 29. Duncan joined Wood and the two continued the steady gain of runs, keeping the score board ticking over until on 148 Duncan tried one shot to many to be stumped of the bowling of McGrath for 9. Wood followed shortly after but his work had been done, when McGrath bowled him for 25 the score had progressed to 151. Baker and Hart finished the innings of both being not out at the end with Buckie finishing on 159 for 7. Over the tea interval whatever cloud there was cleared and a the hot weather continued. Forres took the aggressive approach from the beginning with A Farr looking to hit the ball clean out of the park, his first ball he hit for two, missed the second and was bowled by the third by Wilson. He is a vital man to get out early though, for he is very capable to score a lot of runs in a short time and when Benn followed in the next over caught by Curran of the bowling of Newlands Forres had been reduced to 3 for 2.  A Farr and McGrath began the rebuild though, and with forceful shots when able they moved the score along, however it was to be a mistimed drive that was to be A Farr’s undoing, clipping the ball to the safe hands of Wilson, off the bowling of Newlands to see him dismissed for 17, with the score on 24. In the 15th over McGrath and Merricks had steered their team to 50 and were in a almost identical postion as Buckie, except at a similar stage Buckie had lost no wickets. McGrath was the next man to depart, with Merricks performing the holding role at the other end the need to push runs was growing, he took one to many however when the ball was pushed to Corsie, and McGrath was run out=2 021. Ross came to the crease and along with Merricks proved a difficult pair to get out, however Tait produced a good delivery to remove Merricks caught by Newlands for 4 of 32 balls, a true holding role performed. After Tait had bowled his allocated overs, Hart was introduced to the attack. After a over which he claimed was a warm up, although the weather was so warm who would need a warm up, he produced a excellent display of hostile quick bowling. His second over removing 4 Forres wickets whilst conceding just 1 run, this effectively brought the game to a end, with Forres having just one wicket remaining, the only question being, if Hart would get his 5 wicket haul. However after a 3rd wicketless over, Creamer did the necessary and bowled Merricks to close the Forres innings on 85, giving Buckie a win by 74 runs. It was fortunate the game came to an end there, for the weather quickly changed and showers, followed by rain were the order for the next hour or so, and this would have dragged the game on to the danger of being a draw. However it was a good win for Buckie, with some steady batting throughout the order with four batsmen getting 25 or more, with McGrath being the pick of the bowlers for Forres taking 2 – 10. In the bowling, it was good to see hostile aggressive bowling from the Buckie bowling unit, with Hart being the pick with 4 – 10, and McGrath and Ross the pick of the batsmen both scoring 20 or more. Next week Buckie have the long trip to Strathpefer to take on Ross County, a team who is there or there abouts when it comes to challenging for honours and the match ball will be sponsored by A M McLeod, Portknockie 

